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plane,” by Capt. de Havilland, before
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

NE |of [the most |amazing attacks
which has ever been made on the
organisation of the Royal Air Force
was launched in the Pall Mall Gazette
on January 5, when that journal
announced in glaring head lines and
‘“shouted "’ from its placards that
there 1s ““ Chaos in the Air Force,”
that the “ Present state of the Force is a National
Peril,” and that “ The aerial Defence of the Country
is a Plaything of the ‘ Military Dic-

it?::liogt? tatorship.”” Those who, prompted by
the R.A.F, curiosity, waded through the mass of

allegations most of which were alleged
to be made by “ one of the highest authorities ” or
‘“ a distinguished officer,” found Captain Guest swept
aside as little more than a political chief, Sir Hugh
Trenchard described as the “ Dictator of the Air
Force,” the internal organisation of the R.A.F.
referred to as thoroughly unsatisfactory, and the
whole atmosphere as bad. The last epithet appears
peculiarly apt in relation to the article itself, the
atmosphere of which is so bad that one fails to grasp
the sequence of the whole thing.

Most of the statements made are gross exaggera-
tions, others are pure mis-statements of fact, while
others again are merely ludicrous. The general
impression left after reading the effusion is that it
is partly due to some disgruntled R.A.F. or ex-R.AF.
officer (and not such a very “ distinguished "' one
either, we imagine), and partly to some string (or
leg ?) pulling by someone at the Admiraity.

It has long been known that forces are incessantly
at work at the Admiralty with the object of over-
throwing the single Air Force, and re-instating a
separate Naval Air Service. We have repeated so
insistently for years the fallacy of that policy that
there is no need to enter into the pros and cons.
again now. These efforts are merely the manifesta-
tions of the mervousness of an obsolescent Service
which sees its existence threatened.

To deal but briefly with some of the statements
made : With regard to the personal criticisms of
Sir Hugh Trenchard, little need be said. The
loyalty of the Royal Air Force is not likely to be
shaken by such attacks. Sir Hugh is too well known
and (but for those inefficients who have found him a
strict chief) well liked to be affected by remarks



