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A ROUMANIAN AEROPLANE 
The Sesefsky Biplane 

HITHERTO most of the " s m a l l e r " European countries have 
been relying mainly on Great Britain or France for their 
supply of aircraft, and " home-made " machines are ex­
ceptional. Of late, however, such countries as Lithuania 
and Roumania—to say nothing of Czecho-Slovakia—have 
produced successful home-designed and -built machines. One 
of these, hailing from Roumania, we illustrate herewith and 
supplement with a few brief particulars. The Sesefsky 

so mounted as to be adjusted in its incidence. The elevators 
are of the divided type. 

The pilot's cockpit is situated just behind the trailing 
edge of the main planes, from which position a very good 
range of vision is obtained. Immediately behind the pilot's 
cockpit in the middle of the fuselage is tha t of the observer, 
who also has an excellent view. The engine unit is mounted 
in the nose of the fuselage, and is totally enclosed by a deep 
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The Sesefsky bi­
plane : A recon­
naissance machine , 
des igned b y Eng . S. 
Sesefsky, Director 
of Civil Aviat ion in 

Roumania . 
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biplane, as it is called, was designed by Engineer S. Sesefsky, 
Director of Civil Aviation in Roumania, and was constructed 
.by the Societe Astra of Arad. I t is a military machine, 
intended for reconnaissance work, and is a tractor biplane 
more or less on conventional lines. As timber is one of the 
principal products of Roumania, this material is largely used 
in the construction of this machine. 

The fuselage is of fair streamline form, comparatively 
deep in front in order to accommodate the engine, and 
tapering aft of the observer's cockpit to a vertical knife-edge 
a t the rear. I t is of rectangular cross-section, and the lower 
longerons are doubled from the observer's cockpit forward. 

One of the principal features of the Sesefsky biplane is 
to be found in the tail surfaces. The vertical triangular fin 
is built up of multi-ply wood integral with the fuselage. 
The horizontal tail surface is comparatively large, and is 

duralumin cowling. In the model illustrated, a 250 h.p. 
Astra-Benz engine is fitted, but it is possible to fit a 400 h.p. 
engine if desired, in which case the speed of the machine 
would be increased from 115 m.p.h. to 143 m.p.h. ; the 
ceiling, also, would be increased from 17,060 ft. to 23,600 ft. 

Two Lamblin radiators are employed for the cooling, these 
being mounted between the V struts of the undercarriage. 
The petrol tank is installed behind the engine, within the 
fuselage in front of the pilot's cockpit. 

The undei carriage is of the conventional V type with a 
pair of wheels mounted on an elastic sprung axle. The tail 
skid is hinged to the bottom longerons and connected by 
shock absorbers to the top longerons. 

The wings are of the single bay type, with a single I inter-
plane strut on either side of the fuselage. The top plane, 
which is of larger span and chord than the lower one, has a 
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T H E SESEFSKY BIPLANE : General arrangement d r a w i n g s , to sca le . 
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