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R.Ae.S.
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man Hooms.
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The Editor of FLIGHT tenders his sincere thanks
and hearty reciprocation for the numerous Christ-
mas and New Year greetings which have been
sent from all parts of the world, by sea, land,
and air. He earnestly hopes that 1931 will be a
prosperous and Happy New Year for everyone.

EDITORIAL COMMENT
IMPROVEMENT of aircraft, in the

direction of increased aerodynamic
efficiency, proceeds but slowly, but it
does proceed. Now and again an
aeroplane is produced in which a
maximum L/D far in excess of the
average is achieved. The Fairey long-
distance monoplane was one such type.

Retractable undercarriages, Townend rings around
radial engines, and engines arranged in the form of

the letter " H," are other lines of
LinesT development towards better aero-

dynamic efficiency. These, coupled
with gradual " cleaning up " of the aircraft itself,
may and almost certainly will bring commercial
aviation closer to the day when it can " fly by itself,"
and are to be welcomed as aids to greater operational
economy. Out of them it is likely that the fast
mailplane of the future will emerge. Mr. Radcliffe,
in his series of articles on the subject, has pointed
the way. But with all our search for greater effici-
ency, are we getting much nearer to the aeroplane
which is " safe " ? This is the beginning of the
new year, and therefore a time for resolutions. Might
it not be a very good thing if one of our resolutions
for 1931 were to be that we would treat more seriously
the search for safety ? The present tendency is,
rightly and naturally, towards better performance
of aircraft, commercial as well as private. But this
better performance appears, in a large percentage of
cases, to be attained by increased wing loading and
increased landing speed. In commercial aircrafi
this is probably of no real serious consequence
Commercial aircraft are, as far as Great Britain
concerned, flown by pilots of outstanding skill a'
very long experience, and another 10 miles per he
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