No. 6 SQUADRON RAF. . . .

the confusion of the retreat, S/L. Weld and the ground party
were lost for two days, but eventually turned up intact.

The enemy again outflanked our troops and a further with-
drawal was made to Derna, but for a short while A Flight
went back and operated from Maraua. F/O. Pike, in charge
of the road party, found that enemy armoured units threatened
to cut off Derna; on receiving this information he moved on
to El Adem.

A message was dropped on A Flight explaining the position.
They, also, attempted to withdraw. - The air party flew to
Gazala and continued to carry out Tac. R sorties, arriving at
El Gubbi, within the perimeter of Tobruk, on April 8th. F/L.
Saunders and a percentage of the ground personnel were cut
off and taken prisoner.

Ordered to stay in Tobruk for so long as the garrison held
out, the squadron moved over to the west airfield. General
Wavell, visiting Tobruk, personally thanked No. 6 for its work
during the withdrawal; and later, on his return to H.Q, in Cairo,
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esteem.

Lysanders were often

toth:eunmlsoftheﬂunmes Each did some “circuits and
bumps ” bdmmhngtheﬁghmono&c m.rspaoewaaso
Limited at Tobruk that during each of flights the
Hurricanes were fired on by enemy flak. Therewerenocasum—
U%I:A %%Auﬂdc}ﬂlghts ordered

pr were to report to
204 Group H.Q. at Maaten Bagush. Four long-range Lysanders
ook off at night to avoid enemy fighters and two more pilots
departed in the squadron Magister. Maaten Bagush was
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searchlights and anti-aircraft guns in Tobruk, which opened up
as they flew over.

One of the 40-mm-gun Howker Hurricane 2Ds ot Shandur in 1942.
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in the Suez Canal zone, in 1943,

fighters another. The Germans were based at Salala, only 20
miles away, and when their ground

taking off, the Messerschmitt 110s would arrive over Tobruk
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in enemy
hands during the withdrawal. S/L : 4 Legxetook over; he was
nNoscgungutnrhe fgthcﬂlhl:lbeenw:&No 208 when
0. was attached to them aw dunns previous

DunngﬂzemddleofMay,lNlcsmemsnfthemmg;fd
army attack to relieve Tobruk and everyonme concerned was

asked to make a special effort. No. 6emelledmdfanda
number of tory messages were received. While on a
Lyundcrreocconthecvmmgofthclﬁth,FfL McFall located

the advanced units of the enemy, which had broken
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The actual attack opened on June 15th at 0600 hrs. F/O.
Hardiman was first off and reported that the battle was going
satisfactorily. P/O. Mc%m‘ncﬁwa:fnﬁnamy He was in
company with a cannon Hurricane 0274Squadmwhen
three Mel09s attacked. Both Hurricanes were shot down;
274Squndmnpi1ntwashﬂndanndBameu,wounded,mﬂ:ed
back to our lines.
F/L. McFall was next away; intercepted over Fort Capuzzo
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Two more P/Os.




