AlR TRANSPORT...

third member wiunts a fire extinguisher, When asked to support
{his requirement he guoles 8 cass of 3 tent being set alight
by a cooking stove.

It does mof peed much research io show that more people

Jhave died in the Arcti¢ beciuse they lost their way than have

perishied in feot fires. How moch more sensible then was the
suggestion to duplicate the novigational instroments, thershy
redicing still further the chances of being lost,

Should not, therefore, legisiolion require higher sthndords
of position-fixing equipment Tather than the cartiage of life-
riafts? 'In the case of jumbo jets the weight of life-rafts for
passengers arad erew i in the order of 1.5000b. This weight is
roughly eguivalent to nine passengers at 1 70Ib esch—or pechaps
£1,000 of loat revenue per Atlantic ernssing. How moch better
it would be if this pemalty were to be used [or such items as:
{n) eontinuous pictoria]l position presestation: () sulomatio
landing systems; () lerrain-scanning radar; {d) radio altimeters;
or even (e) extra fuel,

The potentinl contribution to salety provided by these iems
i by no-meoins the same i cach case. However, tho coniribi-
tion of any one iz likely to be ter thun that obiained by
the carciage of life-rufts. The lis: thing we wanot 1o do is o
discard sféty equipment mersly because it i@ expestive of
carrics @ weight penalty—but if o weight and comt penalty in
1o Be incurved then ler ud ensure thal it i incurred in the
erens of greatest need. The corringe of life-rafis in modem
trunsport wiremaft is no longer of walie Avistion is comitantly
changing and the pressing need now is for the pilot to know
his position immediarely »nd continuously all the time his
aireraft {4 pirborme. D, G, Vioess

DC-6B DOWN IN VIETNAM

AN Air Vieloam DC-6B on charter from Far Eastern Air
Transport crashed near Nha Tmang, about 190 nm,, 350km,
north-east of Saigon on December 22, killing sbour 125 people in
the gircmaft ynd on the ground. American reports have indicared
that &0 of the 5B pnssengers and eight érew abonrd the air
craft disd, ps did snother 25 in & market place in the path of
the DC-6B. A Sociml Miniatry official put the number of dead
in the school ot Between 30 ond 70, Government sources have
ivdicited thot the sircraft was returming to Nha Trang becmise
af technical trouble; a surviver, however, reported an explosion
i the cockpil.

ATLAS Finalises Maintensnce An ugreement his been resched
wheneby Alr France will assume responsibility for the maein-
fenance of aniframeés of the 747y of the ATLAS group.
Lufthunsa will specialise in engine overhaul, while Alitalis and
Sabema will take care of systems and electrics. One, =nd poa-
sibly two, simulators to be installed in Fraokfun for common
mie will b mun by Lufthanse. Therin, not an ATLAS member,
will alsp make use of them.

Llavd Appointmenis Mr Michnel Day is lo become deputy
chairman of Lloyd Interpational Afrways, and managing
director of ¢ha holding compiny of the Lloyd International
Eroup, with effect from April 15, He is st present director of
technical services for Maolavsin Singapore Airlines. He will
guceesd Mr J. L. M. Crick, who is to vemain on the board
ol the helding company - and to continue as financial ‘adviser.
Mr D, L. Willis, zssistant managing difector of Llovd Inter-
national Airways, is 1o become the airline's deputy mansging
director; he will join the board of Lloyd Aireraft Services.
Mr WNorman Moonickendam, managing director of Lioyd
Adreraft Services, will i addition become techinicnl divector of
Liovd International. The uirline expecis to siart jet operntions
curly in the year with @ Boeing TOT,

——

FLIGHT btermacianl, | fansary 1970
Al Nippon Leases 727-2008  Pacific Southwest is buying two
more Bosing 727-2004. which will be leased to All Nippon.
Thay will replice two PSA T27-100s ulready lesied by the
Japanese operator, Three other long-bodied 7275 are at present
on order by PSA for lease to All Nippon, and first deliveries
should by now have been made.

Eastern Returns More 728 As pert of an agreement 1o buy
eight 727-2008. Eastern: will return the Iasp elpght of 15
Boeing 7304 to the monulicturer. Arrangements 1o feturn the
first soven were made earlier last year.

Reporting points...

Scandinavian Airlines System Al 0 mesting in Copenhngen
on December 15, the SAS bonrd of direttors declared a profit
of (equivaleat) £4.7 million for the financia]l year ended Sep-
tember 30, This compares with & £6.9 million profit in the
previous year., Totml revenoe for the vear (1967-68 figures in
brackets) was £143.86 million (£122.3 million), of which traffic
revenue wis £109.8 milllon (¥94.8 million); total costs were
£1369 million (£115.3 millon). The profit was arrived of after
providing for depreciation of £12.3 million (£8.3 million),

SAS scheduled traffic was 19 pér cent higher in 1968-69 than
in the previous year, while capacity increased 20 per cent
The pirline corried 4.6 million passengers, 104 per cent more
than in 196768, Passenger load factor fell from 502 per cent
in |967-68 to 47.7 per cent iast year,

Delis Alr Lines Among the few mrlings reporting an increased
profit for the posi fineneisl venr is Atlania-bhsed Delti
Although not 1the biggest US trunk carmier—it mtes Afth—
Delta his consistently turmed [n good profits,. and in [968-69
peid = cash dividend: Tor the 20th consecutive year.

Its et profils rose from $36.0 million (£15.1 million) in
1%T-68 o 5393 milllon (£16.3 million) for the 12 months
ending June 30, 1969 (an & per comt increasel Hevemge in-
crepsed 20 per vent o 35160 million (2215 milllon) but
expenses increased only 19 per cent to 3434 million (£181
i llian ),

A notable feature of Deltas year was that after soven
auecensive venrs of declining fure yields the rnfe par passsnpsr-
mile went up by 2 per cent to 570 cents'mile, This increase
resulted from the fare rounding-off which became effective in
February 1968, and from the 4 per cént increase approved
by the Civil Azronsutics Board in Februnry this year,

Another fovourable Ifend is thai umit costs hove Dot el
bottomed out: availlable on-mile costs were down by 4 per
cent #nd seat-mile costs by 3 per cenl. However, passenger
load factor declined from 3%4 per cent o 558 per cent (still
high by US stundards).

President Charles Dolsen expects the decline in load factop
to fevel out in the last half of the current financial year. FHe
also expecin “additions] leveroge” from the further incrense in
fares recently approved by the CAB. Dolson sums up the
proapects for 1969-T0 by commentiny modestly that “some
camings growth is expected,”

One rexson for Deita’s pood performance in post years has
been it monopply position on the tronseontinental routes
from Atlants o San’ Francisco and 0 Los Angeles, which
have operated at very high load factors, As o result of a
recent CAB decision in the “southern tier” case, Delta now
fuces competition on both these roules—but at the sume times
has won a cﬂu.pl: of important new sorvices; Mismi-San
Francisco and M iami-Houston.

1968 L96% % change

Revenus (thousnnds] .. - $31.352 516,113 =+ 20
Expenses (thousands) . . $3£3, 140 5437, 43K 19
Met profit (thousands) ’ 5 36,134 $ 35,191 + 8
Revenue posgengers .. . 1038m 1Z.0m +17
Avatinble seat-miles .. s 12 (b 14 Bm +123
Revenue passenger-miles .. Tam 8.2m + 16
Passenger load factor .. | .. 39.4% 53 8% -
Cost  per  availuble sest-mile

{ernts) e, - - im 194 —3
Cost  per available  ton-=mile

(cents) = = RO v 21,75 — 4




