Carmichael replicd that o cupy of the fimal druft had been
received recently and wes being evaluaied by the Ewropean
hodies concerned. but no statement could be made until this
had beenm dome. Mr Maren further wanted 10 know whether
the Governmenl agreed with the praposal for o S0kg com-
mumication satellite, 70 be Inunched by a Eurepa 3 vehicle
Mr Cormichael answered thal Brithin had declared its willing-
ness in principle to participate in the programme, but until
the final report had been studied. no dectiion could be taken,
cxcepl in prnciple

MOON ROCK FOR Mo 10
A sample of Moon-rovk retumned from Apollo 11, the first
Maoon-landing, was presenied 1o Prime Mimister Mr Harold
Wilson during his recem! vikil o Washinglon. This specimen
has been on view sl the Séience Museum, London, since
March 26, but will eveniually be kept ut Neo (0 Downing
Street, together with o small Umion Jack which was taken
1o the Moon and back. The fragments are contnined within
i plastic dome sbout 1in m diameter

A plague attached W the gifi bears the following inscrip-
tien: “Presented 1o the people of the United Kingdom by
Richard Mixon, President of the United States of Americs.
This fag of your mation was girred 1o the Moon and back
by Apollo |1, and these fmigments of the Moon™s surface were
brought 1w EBarth by the crew of thal first manned hage
limel g

PLESETSK IDENTIFIED?

The existence of Russias northern Jaunch site at Pleselsk
(Flighl. April 21, 1966, page Thl), and Movember 10, 1966, page
#17) has pever been ackniowledged by the Soviet Union, Join
Franco-Soviet research o the Earth’s magnetic fisld has been

Apolio I3 entronouts fames Lovell and Fred Haise prepere @ tool corrier
to be vsed on the third monned lunor fohding. The coll signs for the
mission will be "Aguarius” (the limer module) ond “'Odessy'” (the
comimand ond service module). The neme of the latier was priginally
CAuriga™

FLIGHT Potes nationg, § April 1970

made simultaneousfy from the French island of Kerguelea in
the Indmn Occan (69"E 49°5) and from ‘‘Sogra" In the
Archangel region (Sovier News, November 3, 1968); or- simply
“The Archanpgel repion™ [(Saviey News, Dezember 9, 1969,
afimy again “The Soviet Far North Settlemerd near Archangsl™
[Savier News, March 10, 1970).

A careful search of 4 number of atlnses and gareticors has
foiled to revenl the location or existence of Sogr, but since
these two locstions are geometric conjugstes (at opposile ends
of ane of the Earth's lines of magnetic force) it has: been
established thot the conjugate of Kerguelen is at 42°E 62"M,
with an wncertainty of one or two degrees i longitode, This
hears @ strong correspondence to the locatioms currently
accepted for Plesetsk. e, 41°E 63°N. Even if Sogma 2nd
Pletetsk are not one and the same pilace, it seems certain thal
the latter's f[ncilities are being uwied for communication and
data refrieval.

Another. even more recenl, name hias been published for the
Rimssian siation. in- Sovier Weekly for March 28, 1970, In-a
capion L i photograph of a balloon launch at Karguelen.
it s refgrred to as “Karpogor, near Archangel,™ This s
loeated at 44°FE 66N, some 260km north-enst of Plesstsk.

MAMNMNED RUSSIAN MOOMFLIGHT THIS YEAR?

A manned Saviet flight around the Moon muy take place Lhis
year. according o Dr John 5. Foster. Director of Rescarch in
the Department of Defence. addressing the Sennte Space
Committes on March [B. Contrary to Soviet announcemenis of
disinterest in putting .a man on the Moon. Dr Foster clsimed
that the Russian fe3l progranmme mdicited that they weare
maving n that ditection. The successes of Zonds 5. 6 and 7 in
their Rights around the Moon indicated that “a manned
cifcumlunar misgion 1 possible o 1970, He npoled that
Luna 5 successfully orbited the Moon last July (duoring the
Apalla |1 flight), finally ermshing into it “probably during a
sofi-landing attempt.” He conclided: “This tosting is probably
the start of a deries Wowards establishing & lunar station and,
ultimstely, manned landimg,™

THIRD METEOR LAUNCH
Russwa’s third launch in her operabonal westher-satellile system
took place on March |7, when Meteor 3 was pluced oo 399-
by ¥45-mle orbit, inchined at $1.2", and having a period of
Wh.4min. These elements are generally simier (the inclinations
identicil) to those of Meteor 1, launched on March 26 last
year, and Meteor 1. flown on October 6. Meloor 3 was
lsuncheéd 162 days after. Meteor 2. and 356 days aller
Meteor 1; launches heve therefore occurred af approximately
six-mofithly nlervali

On March 17, the Meteor 3 laupch date, Meteor | and
Metenr I crosssd the equator nearly simultaneously, bul with o
sepamtion of abowt 120° in longiode, In view of this it may
be =peculated thal the new splellite ® o replucement - for
Meieor |, The ploture guality of early Cosmos satellites osed
i develop the Meteor system degraded towards the end of
thelr wseful life. well within o year of their hunch,

APOLLO 15 CREW NAMED

On March 16 NASA named the astromuits who will comprise
the flight and back-up crews (o take parl in the Apolln 15
lunar landing mission. The prime crew for the fight will be
Bavid R. Scotr, 17, commander, Alfred M. Worden. also 37.
command moedule priot and Jumes E. Irwin, 40, lunar modole
pilot. All were back-up astranauts for Apoello |2

The back-up Mheht crew for Apallo 15 will be Richard F
Ciapdon, 40; Vance D, Brand, 38; and Harrson 8, Schmitt, 34
Schmitt, who holds & doctomte in geology. 5 the fimst
icigntist-astronaul o be chosen for o fhight crew and i s Jikely
that he will be sclecied as & prime sstromaot on Apollo 17
of 18 Singe he i the only profestionsl pealopist who &
currently qualificd o fy on these Junar lending missions, (he
chojce of the sife will be an importunt factor in determining
which mission he will fy.

Apalto 15 will be launched some six months after Apollo 14,
The lausnch dote and the site for the hinar landing wall not be
finalised until o deiniled evaluation of the Apollo 13 and
possibly. Apollo 14 flights have been made:



