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By Tony Smith

EUROPEAN LINK

NEW MARKETING SCHEME ASSESSED:

MITLAL STEPS I8 THE MAREETING LINE-UF belween Socats nnd
Messerschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm  (gee Fliphy for July 16,
page 78) were taken recently when the Diplomate and the

Mionsun visited the UK for the first time. Some of the details
on the extent of the apreement do nol sppear to have been
finplised bur basically the idea s that, in the UK, Air Touring
Services of Biggin Hill should market the Bol9 Monsun as
“well as the full Socats range, as at present, The name Bilkow
i8 1o be dropped snd Messerschmitt used instesd; In Frence,
Socats dealers, already agents there for the Islander, will alsa
market the German aircraft. In both coses, the Monsun
yirtually becomes part of the Socaty range since all payments
for this aircraft will go through Socnts.

MBRE has dropped production of the Bo208 Junior, claiming
that this was parily due o difficulty in obfining the 130 h.p.
Rolls-Royee Continental O-240 in sufficiently smull nombers.
While the 100 h.p. unit was adeqoate for meny European
couniries, expor! versions necded the extra power. This leaveid
the Monsun s the only lght wircrafi made by MBB, The
copsortinm's motives in linking with Socata are probably two-
fold. First, the agresment provides MBB with an eniry into
the notoriousty “closed-shop™ Freach market and, through the
Brildsh Socata sgent, mio the UK market which it hoas nol
fully exploited to date, Secondly, the Monsun becomes part
of u range—an imporiant requirement {or this elass of aircraft
a5 has been shown by the American industry, and more
notably by Beagle To ensure sn adegeate and efficient disiri-
bution network, it is essential for dealers (o be able to stock a
ringe of types so that they have sulficient scope within the
entire market, A

That the agreement cenires =olely on markeling (4 emphasised
by the fact that MBB will &0 15 own selling in Germany
whers its. dealer network s understandably very good. In the
two countries where the spreement applies at present the

DIPLOMATE AND MONSUN IN FLIGHT

merging of the two makes of sircraft appears to be complete
since Socats would be content for Monsuns to be taken by its
distributors mstead of, =ay, Rallye Clubs, Also, some minor
Rillye components are fo be used on the Monson.

Socata, Tor its part, could not previously offer a spinnable
aireraft. In most Europein countries, whers the requirement
for spmning in the PPL test has been dropped, this did not
matter too much; To expand fn the British market, however,
i spinnable awcraft wos essential in the tange offered. Also,
emphasis on fully serobitic capability s growing and there
are still relstively lew types available which ft the basic
trainerjacrobatle frainer/lourer requirement. Chief rival to the
Monsun in this country would seem (0 be the AESL Airtourer.
Herr Helmut Taschingki, MBB sales manager, told me during
his wisit 108t week that iow prodoction of the Airtoarer would
prevent i bacoming a threai but he appearcd to overlook
the fact that Trojun, the new UK Ticensee, intends to produce
at-a rate of 100 to 150 a yvear by late 1971 or earhy 1972,

Socata s certainly in & good marketing position now with
aireraft ranging from the small Rallve Club to the sdvanced
Diplomate and Rallye 7—which is expected 1o be fully certifi-
cated by the next Paris Show. The gap existing between the
advanced singles and the primorily third-level Islander may
be filled if Partenavia joins the consortium with the P.6E,

Officials from Piper hawve rvecently been tnlking to Socata
and MBB representatives, The American company has virtualy
closed down prodoction omtil Saptember and conld well be
secking & wider outlet in Europe. Il anything comes of this

Heading picture, the Diplomate showing its landing-gear operation
below, same sitwation, diferent ongle, Warthy of note is the farge fin
grec ond ofgo the ventral fin—two Pumrns which provide the Diplo-
mate's owtstanding directionol stobifine




