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FAA will clarify
kitplane rules

HE US FEDERAL Aviarion

,-'\dnnnwrrarum is drawing up
guidelines which will clarify the
rules governing the assembly and
approval of kit-built aircrafe. The
move follows concern that ama-
teur-built rules were being circum-
vented by some “builder-assist”
shops set up to help kit buyers com-
plete their aircraft.

The FAA emphasises that it is
happy with the amateur-built pro-
gramme, which requires buyers to
perform the “major portion” (usu-
ally interpreted as 51%) of the
work required to complete the
aircraft to qualify for experimen-
tal-category approval. Proof is
required in the form of a log book,
with photographs, detailing the
assembly process.

The entry into the market of

more-sophisticated  kitplanes,
which appeal to a broader audi

ence but are beyond the capabili

ties of many first-ume builders,
has led to the emergence of
builder-assist shops. The FAA says
that most of these legitimately
provide hangar space, tooling and
ruition to kit builders, but some
have been completing the aircraft.

Mike Gallagher, manager of the
FAAS production and airworthiness
division, says that the agency wants
to prevent kit buyers being misled
into believing that they can gain
FAA approval for an aircraft which
has been completed professionally.
The FAA also wants to stamp out
the practice of applicants seeking
amateur-built approval with faked
log books.

Guidelines to be available early
in 1995 will provide FAA regional
offices responsible for approving
amateur-built aircraft with clearer
guidance, Gallagher says. Q
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M DEGREE OF LEARNING
Raytheon Aircraft has deliv-
ered a Beech King Air B200
to Indiana-based Purdue
University for use as a teach-
ing laboratory. The company
will also supply engineering
data and a B200 cockpit to
allow Purdue to develop a
King Air simulator.
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Bede hands over BD-10
manufacture to Peregrine

GraHam Warwick /ATLANTA

EDE JET has licensed the

rights to certificate, manufac-
ture and market its BD-10 single-
turbojet general-aviadon aircraft to
Peregrine Flight International, the
Nevada-based company formed to
help buyers of the BD-10 kitplane
build their aircraft.

Kit shipments have been halted
while Peregrine studies the
requirements for US Part 23 cer-
tification of the two-seat BD-10,
Bede says. A team of certification
engineers, organised by the US
Small  Aircraft  Manufacturer’s
Association, will present a certifi-
cation plan in mid _l:lnu;lry, says
Peregrine executive vice-presi
dent Charles Miller.

Plans call for the BD-10,
renamed the Peregrine Falcon, to
be certificated by late 1996. The
aircraft will be priced at between
$1.4 million and $1.6 million and
Peregrine will he “happy” to sell
15 to 20 a year, says Miller. The
rarget m arker will be we althy indi-
viduals seeking a high-perfor-
mance aircraft.

Peregrine is the parent company
of Fox Aircraft, which was formed
to assist builders of the BD-10 kit-
plane. One customer aircraft has
been completed at Fox and wo
more are under construction. The
company is also working on four

BD- 10 shipments bave stopped as Peregrine works on certification plans

sales demonstrators and five air-
craft for the Peregrine Falcon Jet
Demanstration Team, which plans
to hrqin displays in 1996.

The first company ex Jmpll. was
being prepared for flight trials in
mid- DL(.LIHI)LF. to test the pres-
surisation system and expand the
flight envelope from 280kt
(320km/h) to 410k, to clear the
aircraft to its planned maximum
Mach number of 0.94. The certi-
fication-test aircraft will be com-
pleted in mid-February 1995,
Miller says, and will incorporate

several design improvements.
Bede says that the BD-10 was
launched as a kitplane to establish
its viability and to determine mar-
ket response. Peregrine says that
enthusiasm was high, but the mar-
ket was limited because of the
time required to complete the kit.
The certification programme
was launched, Miller says,
because of concern that some kit
buyers would be tempred to cir-
cumvent US amarteur-built rules
by having their aircraft completed
prntuaamn ally. Q

London firefighters assess

HE LONDON FIRE
Brigade (LFB) in the UK is
considering whether to use heli-
copters in emergency operations.

‘Tenders are being invited for a
study contract to evaluate whether
a helicopter could he useful.
Depending on the results, an
operational trial may follow.

The Brigade says that it has so
far identified only the Euracopter
BK.117 C-1 Plus as being suitable,
but one of the contractor’s tasks will
be to recommend types.

LFB officer Jeff MeCall

explains: “We are not looking at
using a helicopter to replace
pumping appliances. What we are
looking at is the idea that we can
support front-line appliances by
deploying specialist personnel and
equipment as soon as the need is
identified at an incident.”

An LFB report to the London
Fire and Civil Defence Authority
notes that growing traffic conges-
tion and “traffic-calming” measures
“severely affect” the Brigade’s
deployment capability.

It says that there is a particular
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elicopters

need for specialist equipment at
incidents involving underground
construction; salvage and damage
control; and traffic accidents
where fire or chemicals are pre-
sent, as well as other situations.
The London \himp::lnrm

Police already has Bell 222s and

the city’s ]]::I]mptcr Emergency

Medical Service uses a Eurocopter
Dauphin. McCall says that the |
Brigade has looked at joint use of ‘
al

hnhmpn rs with the other ser-
\]LL"\ lJllt s LII‘Illl‘L L(l'l.]lpl“t'ﬂr.
nL‘Lt}h make that impracticable, O
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