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NEWS IN BRIEF

B RAYTHEON ON GUNSHIPS

' Raytheon TT Systems has re-
ceived a $27 million US Air
Force contract for 16 AAQ-
26 forward~luukingiuﬁn~xed
sensors to upgiade nine
Lockheed Martin AC-130U
and seven AC-130H special-
operations gunships.

B ALLIANT TAKES FUZE LEAD
Alliant Techsystems is to ac-
quire part of Motorola’s mili-
| | tary-fuze business for $12
millionina move likely toallay
US Department of Defense
fears over the decision by
Motorola, its biggest fuze
supplier, to leave the business.

B ITT SUPPLIES CV-22 EW

ITT Avionics has received a
$25 million contract to sup-
ply the ALQ-211 integrated
radio-frequency  counter-~
measures system for the US
Air Force’s CV-22 special-
operations version of the Bell
Boeing Osprey tilt-rotor.

M F110 F-15 EVALUATION
The second General Electric
F110-129-powered Boeing
F-15E has entered flight tests
at the US Air Force Oper-
ational Test and Evaluation
| | Squadron based at Nellis
AFB, Nevada. The full pro-
gramme is due to run for 12
months and will involve ove
than 1,000 engine flight
hours on two F-15Es. The
firstaircraft has accumulated
more than 90 sordesand over
140 flight hours since it
| began tests in April.

|

‘Combatants line up for special-opera

T LEAST FIVE US defence

| companies are compeiing for
the right to provide the US Air
| Force with long-term contractor
support for five special-operadons
variants of the Lockheed Muitin

C-130 Hercules.
The Integrated Weapion Sysieim
Support Programine (IWSSP),

22

worth $1 billion. is intended o
cover single-source maintenance
and upgrade work over a ten-year

Bidders prepare for C-5 upgrade

GRaHanv WARWICK AND Ramon Lopsz/
WASHINGTON DC

PROGRAMME 1O up-

grade the avionics in over 120
US Air Force Lockheed C-5 trans-
ports is due to get under way in
md-November with release of a
draft request for proposals (RFP),
AcCol L']il‘ng' to officials at the 1997
Air Force Associarion annual con-
vendonin Washingion from 15-18
ﬁl.’})l'ﬂ]i'lhf;i'. A r-('ll .il R!'-l' 15 CX-
pecied early in 1998, leading to
mmnu'm1|(||nNL|nunhu 1998,

OEING HAS  compleied a

key risk-reduction task in i
continuing development of an air-
borne laser ant-ballistic-missile
weapon for the US Air Foree.

The airborne laser (ABL) prime
contractor recently demonsirated
that the most critical component,
the single oxygen generator (SOG),
can 1neet its ABL mission require
inent. The SOG prodices oxygen
“fuel” for I RW-designed
cheinical oxygen-iodine laser

I'heearly, non-is

the

ng, tests were
performed using 4 section of the
ABL flight-weighted laser madule
(FLM), a building-block for the
ABLS high—cm‘i'g}' laser

Boeir that the tests vali-
date the SOGs de sign and |Jn_ltii|
1..:11|IL\ the visk
associated with FLM testing. set
ftn'.\'pl'i] 1998, Successful de
stration of the FLM isone of se
al “exit criveria’ lLl|lllILl| for the

mance  and
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programme to |H\JL|..L1|

T m Be L,.,u L RW/ Toc Lhml

period for the USAF 87 special
1305

The five biddeis
w include Ball Aeruspace, Bueing,
Lockheed  Martin,  Northiop
Gramiman and Raytheon 1-Sys-
T he list woald shrink, how
Lockheed  Maivin’s
acquisition of Northiop Grum-
ers the required US anti-
s ;qi]'}i‘l'.'\'.i}

1'he MC-13011, MC-130F

operatons U

ane 'uuLIl, 1 ':i(i\JLi

teims.
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Competition is expected for the
5600 million programme from
Boeing, Lockheed Martin and
Raytheon E-Systems, The laver is
upgrading the avionics in USAF
Lockheed Martun C-130 and
C-141  transports.  Rockwell-
Collins, which is upgrading the
avionics i USAF Boeing KC-135
tankers, says that it has vettodecide
whether to team, or to bid as a
Prime Contractor.

Lockheed Martn has been try-
ing to interest the Air Force n a
more- -nnlnlinm ('—F modernisa-

tion, which include a new cockpit
re-engineing and system improve-
ments. Rayvtheon E-Systems’ hid
will be based on its C- 141 upgrade,
which includes a digital autopilot
and flat- i anel ¢ 1|~.|}I1\ 5.

The C-5 looks likely to be the
first aireraft equipped 1o operate
within the satellite-hased future
air-navigation system under the
Air Foree’s Global Air Traffic
Management (GATM) minauve.
Delaysin defining and funding the
GATM programme have slowed
C-5 upgrade plans, bidders say. 2

Airborne laser scores in risk-reduction testing

Fhis aviist's twipression is one step closer to reality following recent tests

Martin team received a five-year,
S1.1 hathon, pi i_rgl';ln'lnu:—du;\"rlrr}':-
mentand risk-reduction contractin
November 1996, This covered the
development, manufacture and
fhght testof an ABL provotype air-
craft.to be designated the YAL- 1A,
S -P;:mng" H00F airframe.
The USAF envisions a fleer of
seven ABI, aircraft, designed o
shoot down shore- and medium-

range h 1|h~.m I .1: ssiles during their

ions C-130

AC-130H are Lockheed Martin
variants, while the AC-130U
Spectie gunship is a Boeing devel-
opiient Lhmu"h its acquisition of
Rockwell International’s defence
units The MC-130E however, was
imodified by Smiths Industries.

1 he initial contract will cover
13 0variants for

hupp{ r]‘i’i‘l":‘l” ﬁ\ L‘(
a decade, and ton l'lrll'!]lit_’i:lllli af
AC-130U development work. At
the end of the ten-vear periad, only
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boost phases. The industry team
stands to earn as much as 56 bithon
if the project goes ahead.

It is reported that a drafe US
General Accounting Office study
conchudes that the USAF hasverwo
quantify the atmospheric turbu-
lence that the weapon must over-
come to destroy enemy missiles at
long ranges. A key challenge is vo
overcome the aunosphere s tenden-
cy todissipate the laserbeam. 11

support work

the MC-130H and the AC-130U
will renaimn 1o service, Continued
work on those aircraft will be pro-
vided through contract options.

The USAF isexpected to release
the draft request for proposals
(RFP)
final RIP due out on 35 January,
1998. Last bids are expected from

on 30 Seprember, with he |

the contractors in April, and the |

USAF will select the IWSSP win-
ner in August 1998, J

- 30 September 1997



