China starts to flight test new F-10 fighter

HINA HAS BEGUN (light

testing the new Chengdu F-10
fighter, but there is continuing
uncertainty as to whether the pro-
gramine will progress hevond the
prototype stage.

The first prowtype made its
long-awaited maiden Qight at the
end of March from Chengdu
Aireralts plant in the southern
pri:\'HIL'cUfSiL'hLl:l[l.

Itis understood that the Chinese
air force’s chief tese pilot, Li Chen,
was at the controls during the
F0min flight.

According to local sources, the
first flight was initially defayed as
the result of problems with the
prototype’s braking system, experi-

enced during  tavi teals in

February. The single-sear fighter
has since complered at leasca fur-
thereight test flights.

Israel Aireraft Industries (IAT)
has been providing China with
technical assistance to design and
develop the fighter, The F-10
strongly  resembles  TAI'S now
defuner Lavi fighter, originally
developed for the Isracliair foreein
the early 1980s.

The fighter is powered by a sin-
gle Klimov RD-33 atterburning
turbotan supplied by Russia.

ltisuncleariftheair torce hasyver
selected amult-mode radar for the
atreraft. The choice 1s between the
Israeh Flta F1L/M2035 with an
enlarged 680mm-diameter anten-
na and Phazotron’s Zhemchoug

system. China’s [4th Technieal
Research Institute is also pushing
s own JL-10A pulse-Doppler
raclar, which may also include
Phazotron components.

There is further uncertainty as
towhether the air foree regards the
F-10 project as a technology
demonstrator or intends to put the
fighter into full-seale production,
Chengdu is known to be working
on a larger twin-engine, tandem-
seat fighter design, which has been
loosely referred 1 locally as the
F-12, or as the XX]J by the US
Office of Naval Intelligence.

The air force appears to he

working towards a high-low mix of

fighters, with its more immediate
needs met by the Sukhoi Su-

27730MK and improved Chengdu
F-TE/MG  fieced with 1 multi-
mode  GEC-Marconi  Super
Skyranger radar, China recently
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Pakistan to jointly
develop the Chengdu FC-1, or
Super Seven, light fighter as a fol-
low-on o the F-7,

Pakistan  has been  pressing
China to commir to ordering the
FC-1, but there is believed to be
some resistance to this within the
air force.

The single-sear fighter is tenta-
li\':.'1j.’ scheduled to fly in late 1999
and enterservice in 2002, but this is
subject o Beijing and Islamabad
finalising an industrial co-opera-
Lion agreement, 4

The latest Embraer regional jet, the 3

T-seat ERF-135, has been rolled out and could be joined by larger models

Embraer studies market for larger regional jet

Graram Waswick /SAO PAULO

MBRAFR  WILL  decide

withinavearwhethertodevel-
op a larger member of its regional
jet family, Speaking at the roll-out
of the 37-seat ERJ-135 on 12 May,
president Mauricio Botelho said:
“We think there isa market, burwe
are notsure 1l itis for 70, 75 or 80
seats, We tvill have a full definition
ol ||1I'n'1u1[ withina _\'L'lil'."

The Brazilian manufacturer has
been studying the 70-seat imarket
for some time. but has now expand-
ed its efforts to mclude larger air-
cratt. * The market does exist, but
the size of the marketand the char-
acteristics of the aireraft are not
clear.” says Botelha, Aireraft with
fewer than 70 seats are also being

lovked at, the Embraer chief says,
“We are notsure of the niarket,”
agrees industrial vice-president

Satoshi Yokota, One reason for

looking ar aireraft with more than
70 seats 1s Crossair’s requirement
tor an 80/100-seat aircrafr. Em-
braer, meanwhile, continues to
study a range of cahin cross sec-
tons and performance targets.

Embracr plans to flv the
ERI-135 in July, followed in
October by the second prototype.
Brazilian and US certification and
first deliveries are planned for July
19991 'he firstand second aireraft
have been madified from the fira
two ERJ-1455.

The two versions retain 94%
partnumbercommonality, withno
svstem architecture changes. This
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has reduced the certification flight-
test requirements, Embraer says.
ERJ-135 production will start at
three a2 month and Embraer plans
to build s combined total of 12 ERJ-
135sand ERJ-145samonth, begin
ning in September 1999, The
company has 73 firm orders for the
37-seater, launched last Seprember.
At the roll-our, the manufac-
turer introduced a long range
variant, the FERJ-1351L.R, which
has o derated version of the more
e weerful Allison AE3007AT on the
newlyeertificared ERJ-145LR. The

FRI-135LR offers a range of

2,780km (L.300nm), compared
with  the  basic ERJ-135ERYS
2.200km. More importantly, hot
and high performance has been
improved substantially. =

Star Alliance adds
Australasian net

All\' NEW Zealand (ANZ) and
Ansett Australia are tojoin the
Star Alliance in March 1999,
adding a comprehensive Austra-
lasian presence to its rapidly grow-
ing network.

ANZ already has various agree-
ments with Starmembers. It hasan
alliance with United Airlines, a
“strategic partnership” with Air
Canada and frequent flier agree-
ments with Lufthansa, SAS, Thai
and Varig.

Ansett International and Anserr
Australia. 50% owned by ANZ,
joined the airline in signing the
memorandum  of intent, which
gives them observer status, t allow
aco-ordinated route structure to be
drawn up.

ANZ says the deal will add 84
destinations to the network.

Meanwhile, Star has not yet for-
mally confirmed that Singapore
Airlines (SIA) and All Nippon
-\ir\\';1}'\' (ANA) will hecome mem-
bers of the alliance, despite ANAS
new individual tie-ups with Star
Alhance founders Lufthansa and
Unired (Flight lnternatronal. 18-24
March).

SIA signed a separate deal with
Lufthansa in November 1997,
which is seen as a precursor to its
joining Star. The Singaporceairline
also hasagreements with ANZ and
\nsett Australia, |
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