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Date Type Registration Operator Location , Circumstances 

landing flare a vehicle turned on to the road and the pilot put the 

helicopter down on the raised lane divider barrier in the middle of the 

road, where it slid forward and collided with a utility pole. 

Hughes 369D N1096C Good Fabrications Nr Cologne, Germany 2 The pilot flew into cloud with the intention of climbing through it and 

continuing VMC above cloud. Shortly after entering cloud, however, the 

aircraft was seen to emerge from the cloudbase out of control and it 

crashed among hills in bad weather. 
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While hovering at just over 3ft, the aircraft suddenly rolled right without 

changing heading and the main rotor struck the ground. 

The aircraft landed to pick up a skiing casualty. Having reached about 20ft 

AGL on departure the aircraft was hit by a gust of wind and its tail rotor hit 

a tower. The pilot closed the throttle and touched down very hard. 

Contact was lost as the helicopter climbed through 3.935ft after take-off 

from Astrakhan, and it was found crashed 8km away. 

The helicopter went missing on a flight to a dam site 30km north of 

Manila and was found crashed 14km short of its destination. 

Flew into the side of a hill in night IMC. It had been heard flying very low. 

The engine suffered engine mechanical failure at 12.000ft. The 

autorotative landing on rough ground badly damaged the aircraft. 

Riming low over the lake, the tail rotor hit the water. The aircraft crashed. 

The helicopter went out of control "rolling back and forth" during the 

cruise at 150ft. The main rotor hit and severed the tail boom. 

30 Hughes 369E N5238C Omni Energy Services NrTaft, California. USA 1 The helicopter was lifting a 350kg load on a 100ft long line. When the 

load was 90ft clear of the ground the engine lost power, the pilot released 

the load and autorotated. Just before touchdown the helicopter's left skid 

hit a metal sign and sheared off. On touchdown the helicopter rolled on its 

side. The fuel control and igniters were changed the previous day. 
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Lost engine power in the cruise and autorotated to land on the slopes of 

Mt Dawson, but rolled over on landing. 

During take-off from the oil platform there was a bang from the engine 

area and all power was lost. The helicopter lost height quickly and hit the 

water hard without floats deployed, rolled over immediately and sank. 

Hit the water in darkness and IMC shortry after take off from the Hilton 

Hotel helipad on Rangali Island bound for Mali Airport. 

3 Hughes 369E N11KV Nr Salem. Oregon, USA 1 Returning from dropping a load of Christmas trees, the helicopter's empty 

sling appears to have flown up and damaged the tail rotor. The aircraft 

began to spin and the pilot autorotated to the ground. The landing was 

hard and the main rotor cut off the tail boom. 
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En route between two platforms the engine is reported to have failed and 

the helicopter hit the water hard, but remained upright long enough for the 

pilot to leave with his liferaft. 

A main rotor struck an obstruction during take-off from a confined area, 

and it touched down very hard. 

The aircraft was seen flying straight and level about 20ft AGL. when it 

'epo'teei, pitched up. rolled left the nose dropped and It 1* the ground, 

The engine is reported to have failed on a daylight VMC approach to Call 

airport, and the aircraft crashed. 

While still IGE during take-off. the aircraft drifted away from the snow-

cleared area of the pad and blew up a cloud of snow. The pilot lost visual 

cues and the helicopter banked left, hit the ground and rolled over. 

Crashed in mountainous terrain. CNK. 

While hovering at about 40ft AGL the helicopter began to spin. Control 

was not regained and the helicopter touched down hard and rolled over. 

The pilot reported that he thought he had lost the tail rotor drive. 

On flood relief operations, the helicopter began to vibrate excessively 

during approach to a landing site, and the helicopter touched down hard 

on a mud slide. The skids collapsed and the helicopter slid backward. 

Collided with a cooling tower while manoeuvring, and crashed. 

During a daylight VMC approach to the Sheriffs Department helipad, the 

helicopter entered a right turn and lost height, crashing into a low building. 

The helicopter crashed on the hillside after performing "erratic 

manoeuvres". The pilot, who was the helicopter's owner, is reported to 

have been shot In die head bv a passenger. 

The helicopter was carrying a fuel tank on a long line when the load hit the 

frozen surface of a river at speed. The helicopter went out of control. 

Operating on a sightseeing flight. While manoeuvring at 300ft at about 

60kt the pilot noticed the power was decaying. He began automation, but 

the helicopter touched down on a slope and rolled into a ravine. 

30 Hughes 369HS N9162F Hansen Helicopters Pacific, 1,700km SE of Guam 1 During takeoff in daylight VMV from ship's deck for fish-spotting, the 

helicopter failed to climb and settled on to the water. On hitting the 

surface the main rotor severed the tail boom, but the floats enabled the 

helicopter to float upright. It is reported to have taken off with a tailwind. 

The accident data in these tables are based on initial information available. Full official accident investigations, in most cases, have not been completed yet. Conclusions drawn 

in the article about the causes and the nature of accidents are based on the initial information used in the tables, and these conclusions and the data may be subject to revi­

sion when and if the official investigative reports on the accidents are made public. 
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