
Concerns that the Tupolev project could become 
a victim of the recent link up between Russia and 
Boeing to develop a regional jet (RRJ) were dis­
missed earlier this month. According to Yuri Koptev, 
general director of state aviation agency 
Rosaviacosmos, the RRJ will not compete with the 
Tupolev's 100-seat Tu-334 and 50-seat Tu-324 
which are already under development, since they 
are designed for different markets. 

Production 
An assembly line to produce the Tu-324 is being set 
up at the Kazan Aircraft Production Plant (KAPO) 
plant in Kazan. Assembly of prototypes is due to 
begin next year. 

Tu-334/354 

Conceived as a replacement for the Tu-134, the 
baseline Tu-334-100 twinjet is designed to carry 102 
passengers, and a stretched, 120-seat version is 
planned which is designated the Tu-334-200 or 
Tu-354. 

Tu-334 testing is gathering pace, but the twinjet's long term prospects are still unclear 

The original Tu-334-100 prototype was powered 
by two rear-mounted Progress D-436T turbofans. It 
was was rolled out in August 1995, but funding 
problems prevented the first aircraft from flying until 
February 1999. This aircraft has now completed 
around 100 flights. Work on a two more airframes is 
underway at Aviant's plant in Kiev. 

In May 1997, R-R signed an agreement with 
Tupolev to power the Tu-334-100 with BR700 
engines. This version, intended for export, is 
dubbed the -120. In June 2000, Aeroflot signed an 
Memorandum of Understanding for 20 R-R BR715-
powered Tu-334-120s. It is also likely to incorporate 
Honeywell avionics. However at the Paris air show 
in June it emerged that CFMI partner Snecma was 
discussing a CFM56-powered version of the 
Tu-334. 

Production 
Aviant is building the initial 100-seat Tu-334-100 in 
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Kiev which has two airframes nearing completion 
awaiting the installation of engines and avionics. 
A second line has been laid down at Aviator's plant 
in Samara which will eventually produce the larger 
-200. 

A line was set up at the MiG aircraft factory in 
Moscow to produce the Tu-334-100, but work has 
not progressed at this plant due to financing prob­
lems. MAPO remains determined to pursue 
production of the Tu-334 and hopes it will soon be 
able to resolve its funding problems. 

Discussions are under way to eventually ratio­
nalise Tu-334 production into a single assembly line 
at the Aviastar plant in Ulyanovsk with Aviant and 
Aviator sharing production of subassemblies. 

Ordered: 20 
Delivered: 0 

VULCANAtR 

VulcanAir, via G.Pascoli 7,80026 Casoria, Italy 
tel +39 (081) 5918237; fax +39 (081) 5918172 
Samanta moved into aircraft production in 1997 
through its acquisition of the SF600A Canguro pro­
gramme from Siai Marchetti. In early 1998 the 
company was renamed VulcanAir and last year it 
acquired Partenavia of Milan through its purchase 
of AerCosmos.The entire product line is manufac­
tured, completed and supported at VulcanAir's 
Casoria base. VulcanAir says that licensing agree­
ments established by Partenavia, notably with 
India's Taneja Aerospace and Aviation, are now 
defunct. 

P68 Viator/VA300 

The P68 was originally produced by Partenavia, 
and has been built under licence in India. 

VulcanAir acquired the former Partenavia aircraft 
line which includes the P68C and P68 Observer 2 in 
1999, and has launched new developments. 

A new interior has been designed for the P68C 


