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AFTER HOURS

USEFUL NUMBERS I INFO

BATU CAVES

�Country Code:
Malaysia – +60
Area code: 3

Emergency Services
Police/Ambulance – 999
Fire and Rescue – 994
Hospital Kuala Lumpur
Jln Pahang
�2615 5555
www.hkl.gov.my

Pharmacies are easily
located in KL, many in the
shopping malls. The most
common one is called
Guardian.

Health Risks: Kuala
Lumpur is generally safe
from most sanitation-
related diseases. However,
it is still wise to take extra
precautions. Make sure
meat is cooked very well,
avoid local dairy products
and peel fresh fruit/raw
vegetables. Tap water in
the cities is considered
safe, but it is wise to buy
bottled water especially if
you are staying on after the
show and plan to travel to
rural areas. Malaria is

present in Sabah, Sarawak
and some remote areas in
peninsular Malaysia. Use
insect repellent when
visiting the countryside.

Tourist Information
Malaysian Tourist Centre
109 Jln Ampang
�2164 3929
www.mtc.gov.my

Tourism Malaysia
www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my
KL Sentral
�22�4 6063

Airport Information
Kuala Lumpur
International Airport
�8��� 8888
www.klia.com.my

Car Hire
Avis
www.avis.com.my
�2144 448�
Hertz
www.hertz.com.my

If you need to get that last minute
gift before heading home KL has

some huge shopping malls full of
all the well-known global chain
and designer stores, as well as
housing entertainment venues and
many restaurants and bars.

Mid Valley Megamall is exactly
what it says – a mega mall with
over 300 stalls, an 18 screen
cinema and a bowling alley.

Berjaya Times Square is
Southeast Asia’s largest mall,
which also houses an amusement
park and multiscreen cinema. If
you specifically want a designer
label, Starhill Gallery is the place
to go, remember your credit cards!

Kill two birds with one stone (if
you haven’t paid a visit to the
colossal Petronas Towers at Suria
KLCC) and visit the mall based at

the foot of the towers. If you’re after
electrical goods such as computers
and laptops head to either Plaza
Low Yat or Imbi Plaza located in
the Golden Triangle.

If you want something more
authentic KL has quite a few daily
markets. Central Market (Jalan
Hang Kasturi and Jalan Cheng
Lock: open 10am-10pm) in China
Town is housed in an art-deco
building and is packed with bar-
gain gifts and souvenirs available,
from textiles and sculptures to
clothes and handmade jewellery.
You can even stop for lunch on the
first floor at the Malay food court.

Chow Kit Market is full of
household and everyday items but
you can also pick up a songkok – a
traditional fez.

If you’re an early bird the huge

Pudu Market (Jlln Pasar Baharu)
is a great place for stroll and expe-
rience local market life, and will
certainly wake your senses up.

It’s not so likely you will buy a
gift here as it is a massive, and fran-
tic, food market selling everything
from fruit and vegetables to all dif-
ferent kinds of fish and meat – with
some perhaps not being to west-
erners’ taste, such as a pig’s penis!

You can also stop for some
breakfast at neighbouring Pusat
Makanan Peng Hwa, a 24-hour
food market.

Each Saturday, the evening mar-
kets (pasar malam) spring to life in
the streets around Little India and
Kampung Baru, with an assort-
ment of items available. It’s also a
great place to grab a bite to eat at
one of the many hawker stalls.�

MEGA MALLS ‘N’ MARKETS
SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP

Left: The Suria KLCC at
the foot of the colossal
Petronas Towers

For something a little different
to do after you have finished
pounding the halls, how about
a trip to the spectacular
limestone Batu Caves.

Discovered in the 1890s,
and situated seven miles
north of Kuala Lumpur, there
is a series of caves and cave
temples – a sacred place for
Malaysia’s Hindus.

Fairly early on the caves’
discoverer, K. Thamboosamy
Pillai installed the conse-
crated golden murti (statue) of
Sri Subramania Swamy in
what is today known as the
Temple Cave. And since 1892,
the colourful Thaipusam
festival (late Jan/early Feb)
has been drawing huge
crowds of devotees and
spectators to the site.

Prepare for a little simian
attention, as there is a large
local monkey population, and
a word of warning – if you are
feeling a little jaded after the
conference, note you will have
to climb a steep flight of 2�2
steps to get to the main
Temple cave, the ceiling of
which is 100m high!

To get to the caves take
Intrakota bus No 11D from the
Central Market annexe or the
Cityliner bus No 69 at Jalan
Pudu. Taxis are also available
anywhere around city.




